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Upcoming  

Events  

November 8, 2016: 

Election Day (No 

School) 

November 10, 2016: 

PSAT Test/ Career Day 

November 11, 2016: 

Veteran's Day (No 

School) 

November 23, 2016: 

No School 

November 24, 2016: 

Thanksgiving Holiday 

Break  (No School) 

  

Jaline Wilson, ’16 

   

   Lets face the fact that alcohol is 

not for teens. Alcohol is not good 

at all even if it is just for a special 

occasion or you drink it here 

and there. 

  Did you know drinking over 

long periods of time can have 

serious consequences. Drink-

ing can result in brain damage. 

Who wants to damage their 

brain at such a young age?! 

  Drinking can result in crime, 

violence, and accidents. Just a 

few of the long term effects 

that drinking can cause is can-

cer, high  blood pressure 

(hypertension), problems with 

the lungs, liver, stomach, pan-

creas, intestines, kidneys, fer-

tility, bones and weight gain. 

The list goes on and on. 

   In 2012, nearly 3/4 of stu-

dents (72%) have consumed 

alcohol (more than just a few 

sips) by the end of high school, 

and more than 1/3 (37%) have 

done so by 8th grade.  According 

to a study by Columbia University, 

underage drinkers account for 

11.4% of all of the alcohol con-

sumed in the U.S. The average age 

teen boys first try alcohol is age 

11, for teen girls it’s 13 (“11 Facts 

About Teens and Alcohol).. 

  According to the article, “Teen 

Drunk Driving: The Sobering Facts 

of Underage DUIs,” 

although drivers under the age of 21 

represent 10 percent of licensed driv-

ers they are responsible for 17 percent 

of fatal alcohol-related crashes. Ap-

proximately 2,000 underage drinkers 

die each year behind the wheel and 

alcohol is a factor in a third of all 

teenage auto fatalities. 

  Although drivers under the age of 

21 represent 10 percent of licensed 

drivers, they are responsible for 17 

percent of fatal alcohol-related 

crashes. 

   Approximately 2,000 underage 

drinkers die each year behind the 

wheel and alcohol is a factor in a 

third of all teenage auto fatalities. 

  Underage drinkers are also more 

reckless and less likely to wear seat 

belts -- 74 percent of the young 

DUI drivers involved in fatal acci-

dents were unrestrained at the point 

of impact. 

  Drinking just breaks you down in 

numerous ways. Drinking can even 

ruin relationships and cause you to 

become more angry. 

  No one should be drinking espe-

cially the young adults because of 

what it potentially does to us in the 

long run. Our brain won’t even be 

able to function properly and we 

are losing brain cells by drinking. 

  You can say no to drinking and you 

don’t have to be like everyone else. 

You can either choose to be a smart 

teen and stand up and be a leader or 

follow everyone else. Just put the 

drinks down and do the right thing. 

Trust me you can do this, be a good 

teen and live a healthy life. 

Alcohol is Not for Teenagers  

Breast Cancer Awareness: Think Pink 
Jalyne Locke, ‘18 

 

   In the month of October we all 

should get our pink on and sup-

port all those who are pushing 

through it today! Growing up I 

had a wonderful women in my 

life who went by the name Wil-

ma Arrwood; she was my grand-

mother. There’s not one single 

women in my life till this very 

day that I think is stronger than 

her. 

  Whenever breast cancer was 

brought up she would always talk 

about how she’d beat it, and 

would do it again in a heartbeat! 

When my grandmother reached 

the age of 43 she had already had 

one of her breast removed due to 

the scarce cancer spread. 

   This past summer she passed 

away. I took her death very hard; 

there’s even a breast cancer 

awareness ribbon tattooed on my 

arm to represent her. She was in-

to arts and crafts of all sorts. I can 

remember always looking for-

ward to some type of breast can-

cer bracelet, anklet, ring, or may-

be even a necklace. 

   I would 

like to 

give a 

shout out 

to Ms. 

Perkins! 

When I 

heard 

about the 

breast 

cancer 

awareness 

walk she 

holds eve-

ry year for 

her JCG 

class, I 

knew I just had to be a part of it! 

Its great to know how many 

breast cancer supporters we have 

in the world. The walk took place 

on October 14th, 2016, and peo-

ple were waving pink pompoms 

in the remembrance of those that 

are suffering or past away from 

breast cancer!   

   All around the world people are 

struggling 

with 

breast 

cancer. 

Breast 

cancer is a 

lump 

found in 

between 

the breast 

area. The 

symptoms 

for breast 

cancer 

include a 

lump in 

the breast, 

bloody discharge from the nipple, 

and changes in the shape or tex-

ture of the nipple or breast. 

   Treatment depends on the stage 

of cancer. It may consist of 

chemotherapy, radiation, and sur-

gery.  

   In the US, 1 in 8 women will be 

diagnosed with breast cancer in 

their lifetime. The most signifi-

cant risk factors for breast cancer 

are being female and aging. 

About 95% of all breast cancers 

in the US occur in women 40 and 

older. 

  More than 2.8 million breast 

cancer survivors live in the U.S. 

They are survivors of the second 

most-common cancer in women, 

behind skin cancer, and survival 

rates continue to climb due to 

better treatments and increased 

screening that finds cancers when 

they are most treatable.    

  While much progress has been 

made in breast cancer treatment 

and research, more work remains. 

 Breast cancer remains the sec-

ond-leading cause of cancer death 

after lung cancer. Overall, cancer 

deaths are the second most-

common cause of death for U.S. 

women, after heart disease. 

 

 

(Photo courtesy of victorystore.com) 

(Photo courtesy of  http://www.keepcalm-o-

matic.co.uk/) 
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 Robert Speakes, ‘17 
  Our school uniform consists of 
wearing a red, white, or maroon 
shirt and black pants. 
   Wearing a 
school uniform 
is good be-
cause every-
one will look 
the same. 
Some people 
have difficulty 
buying clothes 
and shoes. 
Not being able 
to buy things 
will make stu-
dents feel less 
than others 
with nice 
clothes. 
   It can also 
save parents 
money on ex-
pensive things. 
It shows that everyone is equal in 
school--no one is better. 
  Most importantly it shows a form 
of unity at school. Uniform lowers 
stress among students in school. 
Sometimes this problem goes un-
noticed. Implementing uniforms 
can effectively eliminate it. 
 Wearing uniforms will make stu-
dents be comfortable to come to 

school. 
    Some may say that uniforms 
keep them from expressing them-
selves. Some students have more 

clothes than oth-
ers and want to 
wear them. I 
think we should 
wear them be-
cause no one 
will get confused 
on what to wear 
or why another 
person is wear-
ing the same 
thing. It give 
everyone an 
equal opportuni-
ty in school; if 
everyone has 
the same thing 
on then every-
one is equal.   
   D’marko 
Jackson claims 

that he likes that we wear uniforms. 
He states, “I don’t have to worry 
about what I’m going to wear.” 
  And it saves him time in the morn-
ing. 
 Jackson also says that “it makes 
us equal...It saves him a lot of 
money.” Even students like D’mar-
ko believe wearing uniforms are for 
the best. 

Who Will Be Next in an Unarmed Shooting? 

DeAyra Lewis, ‘17 
.   
   In Tulsa, Oklahoma on Sep-
tember 16th 2016 Officer Betty 
Shelby was re-
sponding as 
backup to a do-
mestic call when 
she saw Terence 
Crutcher (40 
year-old unarmed 
black man) and a 
car blocking east-
bound and west-
bound lanes. She 
exited her car 
walking towards 
Crutcher, who 
wasn’t saying 
much and he 
wouldn’t answer 
any questions, the affidavit stat-
ed. 
   Crutcher was reaching into 
his pockets and walked toward 
his car with his hands up, ac-
cording to the document. Shel-
by then pulled out her weapon 
as Office Tyler Turnbough ar-

rived on scene, stating he was 
ready with a stun gun according 
to the affidavit. Turnbough ap-
plied the stun gun and Shelby 

fired into 
Crutcher’s 
right lung ar-
ea, sending 
him falling to 
the ground, 
stated in the 
affidavit. 
  This reac-
tion was so 
violent and 
unnecessary. 
 Why would 
she have 
fired if 
Crutcher did 
not have a 

gun on him? 

   Crutcher was unarmed the 
officers didn’t find any kind of a 
weapon near him or his car. 
Shelby’s lawyer stated she 
feared for her life so she had 
her weapon drawn. She was 
charged with manslaughter in 

the first degree for killing 
Crutcher. Shelby pleaded not 
guilty to using deadly force on 
Crutcher. Sadly Shelby was ar-
rested and booked into the Tul-
sa Jail at 1 
a.m. Friday. 
    In the mat-
ter of 20 
minutes after 
she was 
booked she 
posted a 
$50,000 bond. 
Due to Shel-
by’s release a 
Tulsa attorney( 
Dan Smolen) 
 filed a civil 
suit against 
the Tulsa Po-
lice Depart-
ment in Crutcher’s death. The ex-
cessive force by TPD use of force 
4 times higher for blacks than 
whites. 

    Shelby’s video recording didn’t 

automatically come on, according 
to the TPD mobile video recording 
procedures. She had four options: 

pressing button on the in-car com-
puter, pressing red record button 
on the in-car camera, pressing red 
button on her microphone, or 
bumping her patrol car to activate 

the camera. She 
didn’t pick any of 
those things in-
stead of picking 
she picked draw-
ing her gun. 

   From my point 

of view Shelby 
had choices in-
stead of thinking 
about she just 
went off of im-
pulse. Shelby is a 
five year officer, 
so she knew what 
the risks were. 

  On Tuesday 

October 11th his 
autopsy report was released and it 
states that Crutcher did have PCP 
( phencyclidine) in his system at 
the time he was killed. A prelimi-
nary hearing date has been set for 

late November, the Tulsa County 
Clerk of Courts office said. 
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The Western Breeze is an open forum for student expression produced and 
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Let us hear YOUR OPINION! 

 

Submit letters to be printed in The Breeze.   

Letters can be sent to room 1236, or placed in 

Ms. Silbernagel’s mailbox 

(Letters may be edited for clarity, taste, and length.) 

(Photo courtesy of blacklivesmatter.com) 

 

(King Diarra poses with the school uniform) 

  

(Photo courtesy of ltocz.com) 
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   Dominique  McCord, ‘17 
Call Of Duty Infinite WarFare is an 

upcoming first person shooter game. 

Although release isn’t until November 

4, 2016 I feel that this will be one of 

the best games of the year. 

   It comes along 

as a package with 

the remastered 

game Call Of Duty 

4 which was re-

leased in 2007 and 

is now being re-

mastered and re-

leased on Novem-

ber 4, 2016 also 

right along with 

Infinite WarFare. 

These two games 

being released at 

the same time will 

be one of the best 

game releases in a 

long time. 

  Gamers from 

everywhere have 

requested one of 

the old Call Of Duties to be remas-

tered for awhile now and now that it’s 

happening people are becoming very 

satisfied and hyped for the release 

date. 

   People everywhere are pre-ordering 

the game early and getting prepared to 

play. The game will be released on 

Xbox one, PS4, PC, but the game will 

be released a week early for PS4 us-

ers. 

  During release date the game will have 

four available maps and later on have 

more maps released on downloadable 

content. The graphics have been en-

hanced and the 

maps have slightly 

been redesigned 

keeping them close 

to the originals. 

  Call Of Duty Infi-

nite WarFare is 

based in the future 

with flying boost-

ers and advanced 

weapons and other 

armory accesso-

ries. Some people 

don’t like the fu-

turistic Call Of 

Duties and want 

them to go back to 

modern technology 

and the normal 

game movement 

system. 

  The game will be 

released on Xbox, PS4 and PC all at 

once. The beta will be available in Oc-

tober on PS4 systems first then PC and 

Xbox one later. The price of the game 

will be sixty dollars and if you get the 

full package with Call Of Duty 4 it will 

be eighty dollars. 

  These two games are expected to be 

the best of the year and I can’t wait. 

   

        

 

 

Darrell Janson, ‘17 

   Are you ready for graduation class 

of 2017!!! I am sure am. 

   Graduation is a very important time 

in every high 

schooler’s life. 

Graduation only 

approaches once. 

High school gradu-

ation of course. If 

you plan to go to 

college then you 

will have another 

graduation to look 

further to but that’s 

further down the 

road. 

   All seniors need to 

make sure that you 

have everything you 

need to graduate. Make sure you are 

checking your schedules to make sure 

that you have all the classes you need 

to graduate. It’s the last year and you 

have no time to waste. 

   Make sure to ask for apex if you 

need it to recover some classes you 

previously failed. 

  Also, student fees need to be paid 

off. You will not graduate if you have 

money that you owe to the school. If 

you don’t have enough money to pay 

it all off at once then pay it off little 

by little. Maybe like 2o dollars every 

month depending on how much your 

student fee is. You can pay more or 

less every month 

depending on the 

cost of your fee. 

But if you have it 

why wait?! 

   Jostens will also 

be here periodi-

cally so check 

with Ms.Seifert to 

know those dates 

that they will be 

here so you can 

order that cap and 

gown ahead of 

time. Remember 

seniors if you don’t 

purchase your cap and gown before 

we go on Christmas break then you 

will be paying twice or triple as much 

as the price it is now. 

  Be smart and make good choices 

about that. Graduation is almost 

here so please be on best. Make a 

good role model. Set a good exam-

ple for the younger kids and get 

ready to exit Western Hills to start 

a new life. 

Dump Trump; he’s a Chump 
Mark Jeffers, ‘17 
   As two of the most popular people on the planet right 

now, the presidential candidates for both the Democratic 

and Republican parties are expected to hold themselves 

to a higher standard with most of the world watching 

them every time they speak. This is not the case when it 

comes to Donald Trump, however. The way that he 

speaks without any sort of filter for his mouth leads 

many to believe that he does not possess the qualifica-

tions necessary to be the next president. 

   It was only last year that Mr. Trump mocked a reporter 

with disabilities on live television. There is undeniable 

evidence out there, and yet now he is claiming that he 

never made fun of anyone. Do we really need a president 

that is at the ready to joke about the way people are 

born? What about one that openly disrespects women?        

During his time at Celebrity Apprentice, Trump and Bil-

ly Bush had a talk in which Donald stated, “And when 

you're a star they let you do it. You can do anything. 

Grab them by the *****. You can do anything.” That 

sort of comment lets us see that that he believes it’s okay 

to just grab women wherever you please, as long as 

you’re famous. Sexual assault is another term for what 

he’s speaking of. 

   Those aren’t the only examples of Trump’s incompe-

tence. Here’s a few more if you weren’t too sure: 

—“They’re bringing drugs, they’re bringing crime, 

they’re rapists.” – Trump on undocumented 

Mexican immigrants while announcing his can-

didacy in June 2015 

—“Our great African-American President hasn’t 

exactly had a positive impact on the thugs who 

are so happily and openly destroying Balti-

more.” – Trump on the Baltimore riots in April 

2015 

—“I love the poorly educated.” – Trump, proclaim-

ing his love for the demographics that led 

him to victory 

 

Yet, there are still many who would rather vote 

for him than accept that the person they’ve been 

supporting is a racist, misogynist bigot. The evi-

dence only continues to stack up until suddenly 

someday we will wake up and realize when it’s 

already much too late. 

 

Are You Ready for Graduation? 

 

(Photo courtesy of 

bia2game.com) 

(Photo courtesy of 

http://www.madisoncentralny.org/) 



      Dancing  

The Western Breeze                                                Issue 2 

Page 4               November , 2016 

       FEATURES 

Jaline Wilson, ’17  
   Drug use has been very popular in 

this generation. People have been us-

ing drugs repeatedly. What’s the rea-

son?  

  As a human there is no reason to use 

drugs. It doesn’t matter what the situ-

ation is. More and more people have 

been influenced by the use of drugs. 

  Stress plays a big part with drugs. As 

soon as people can’t handle a difficult 

situation they take the easy way out. 

More and more kids start to see adults 

and everyone doing it so they start to 

think they can do it too. 

  The original numbers were startling 

enough — 30 heroin overdoses across 

Cincinnati in a single weekend.     

  On average, Cincinnati has four 

overdose reports per day, the Cincin-

nati Enquirer reported, and usually no 

more than 20 or 25 in a given week. 

   Most of them die because of the 

large amounts of drugs they take. As 

humans we have to take precaution 

and stop people from doing this. 

  According to the 2009, National Sur-

vey on Drug Use and Health 

(NSDUH), illicit drug use in the Unit-

ed States has risen to its highest level 

in eight years.   

  The NSDUH found that 8.7 percent 

of Americans aged 12 and older used 

illicit drugs in the month prior to the 

survey, a nine percent rise from the 

2008 rate.  The survey also highlight-

ed the increase in prescription drug 

abuse and methamphetamine and ec-

stasy use.  Abuse of prescription 

drugs rose 12 percent, and abuse of 

methamphetamine and ecstasy both 

rose by .1. 

   According to the National Institute 

on Drug Abuse, nearly 2.1 million 

hospital Emergency Department visits 

in 2009 were the result of drug abuse. 

  Not only is drug and alcohol abuse 

in the United States dangerous, it’s 

also extremely costly.  In 2002, for 

example, the cost of substance abuse 

to American society was an estimated 

$181 billion.  Of this, an overwhelm-

ing $107 billion was associated with 

drug-related crime. 

  If you see someone that is up to no 

good then you can help them. You 

can start by asking them if they are 

okay. Or if they need any help. You 

can even say any little thing to make 

someone's day a little better to avoid 

the use of drugs. Even if that’s just 

simply asking how their day is going 

or anything. 

  Some people have kids and they are 

stressing about getting clothes, shoes, 

food and providing shelter for them-

selves and their kids. If you know any-

one like that then help them. You don’t 

have to provide money, but give them a 

few suggestions like offer programs or 

things they can do to get some help. 

Halloween Haunt: a Scare to Remember 
 

Jordan Reed, ‘17 

 
   The Haunt starts with the 
main entrance Fountain ran-
domly shooting up flames in 
the place of water. At 7:00 
smoke screens come out of 
large colorful boxes. Then 
when it get dark the rides and 
mazes open up and the mon-
sters come out to play. 
  The whole place get decorat-
ed and people in costumes go 
to their places--some next to 
the light post, some in the 
grass, some even in plan sight 
to you. As the fog thickens, it 
becomes harder and harder to 
see the monsters; some even 
walk right next to you without 
you even knowing. 
   There are 11 mazes; some of 
the favorites are the slaughter-
house and wolf pack where you 
get to wander around in the 
woods or hospital seeing the 
pack feed on human while a 
nurse has gone mad. 
  I have been to the Haunt once 
as a guest with my cousins, 

sister, and older brother and 
had a blast.  
   At the Snoopy Land for kids 
there is a giant jack in the box 
that likes to pop out to meet 
you. Also the circus clowns 
come to play while your kids 
ride rides.  In the bushes near 
the Diamondback is where the 
bushes come to life, grabbing 
at your legs to give you a fright. 
   At 2:00 the park closes, but 
then the fireworks light up the 
sky and scare the monster 
back into their hiding place until 
the next time you come to the 
Halloween Haunt. 
    Many thing happen during 
Halloween Haunt that will scare 
you, but during it, all the Reds 
come to play their deadly song 
in the fest house stage.  Enjoy 
your food while they sing, 
dance, and take selfies with the 
guest.  All this and more will be 
waiting for you until you go take 
a chance at the Kings Island 
Halloween Haunt.  Come if 
you dare! 

 

 Fire Signs (Aries, Leo, Sag-

ittarius) have plenty of room 

and time to work on their per-

sonal passions this year. Ura-

nus is still in the heart of Ar-

ies, so there may be times 

when you need to remind 

yourself to not wander off too 

far on your own. 

( www.horoscope.com) 

 

Earth Signs (Taurus, Virgo, 

Capricorn) get their share of 

cosmic attention in 2016. 

There are four Mercury retro-

grades, mostly in Earth signs. 

Work with greater care and 

then you should experience 

few - if any - mistakes or 

misunderstandings. ( 

www.horoscope.com) 

 

 

  Air Signs (Gemini, Libra, 

Aquarius) may feel more  

comfortable in 2016 than 

they did in 2015. Teamwork,  

communication, and mutual 

understanding are highlight-

ed, so this year will feel natu-

ral to you. The Moon begins 

this year in the first degree of 

Libra and that helps you all 

year long. (www.horoscope.com) 

 

 Water Signs (Cancer, Scor-

pio, Pisces) are always sensi-

tive, and this can be an ad-

vantage for you in 2016. You 

can keenly spot when compli-

cations are developing, and 

from whom/where. 

If feeling out of touch, the 

Solar Eclipse in Pisces in 

March will reconnect you. ( 

www.horoscope.com) 

Let’s Work Together to Stop Drug Use 

Horoscopes For 2016 

http://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2016/08/25/od-crisis-flying-blind-search-killer-heroins-source/89339560/
http://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2016/08/25/od-crisis-flying-blind-search-killer-heroins-source/89339560/
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 Karima Scott, ‘20 

 
   IOS 10 is finally here.  Lots of 

people are excited about the update . 

There’s lots of cool features about 

IOS 10.  Did you know this is Ap-

ple’s biggest release?  You can now 

express yourself in bold new ways. 

Lots of people 

really like the up-

date but some 

people don’t be-

cause of the new 

emojis; they made 

them look more 

3D . 

 

   Carla Griffith, a 

ninth grader from 

Oak Hills High 

School says, 

“They could have 

made IOS 10 bet-

ter.”  

 

 Griffith feels like 

they should have 

added more fea-

tures. 

 

  IOS 10 is now available; it might 

take some time to download but it’s 

totally worth it . 

 

Here’s some cool features that    

IOS 10 brings to us: 

 

-New Emojis 

-Raise to Wake 

-Change the way 

your message bub-

bles look 

-Send a message 

or photo that re-

mains hidden 

-Say “Happy 

Birthday” or 

“Congratulations” 

and Animations 

take over the 

whole screen . 

-Add personal 

touch send fire-

balls , heartbeats 

and more 

-You can now 

send Stickers 

-Tap to replace 

with emoji 

-Type in 2 different languages at the 

same time 

-Touch and Go 

King Diarra, ‘19 
   Flamin’ Hot Cheetos are spicy, some-

times hot. They will stain your lips and 

fingers red. Hot Cheetos are known to be 

the primary food items for many teenag-

ers. If you are a type of person who loves 

hot and spicy stuff like 

myself then Hot Cheetos 

are the chip for you. 

 They are  probably the 

most addicting snack that 

you will ever eat. 

  To most when you eat 

them you get red crumbs 

under your fingernails 

and your fingers are red 

all day. This could be a 

problem for most or a 

blessing. If you have an 

addiction like me then, 

eating the red stuff off 

your fingers is the best 

part. That's why you see some people try 

their best not to touch or do anything with 

their fingers until they eat the red layer of 

goodness off their fingers. 

  There's many names for these Flamin’ 

Hots and there's many types of Flamin’ 

Hots like the Flamin’ Hot Cheetos, the 

XXtra Hot Flamin’ Hot Cheetos, the 

Flamin’ Hot Fritos, which I could never 

find in any store, but my friends always 

seem to have them. 

  They also make Flamin’ Hot Munchos 

and my favorite is Chester's Popcorn. 

 There is also Flamin’ Hots,Flamin’ Hot 

Lays, Flamin’ Hot Cheeto Puffs, Flamin’ 

Hot Funyuns, Chester's Flamin’ Hot 

Fries, and last Flamin’ Hot Lemon Chee-

tos. 

  I know there way more 

than just these, but there's 

also the healthy, cheaply 

made fake ones like oven 

Baked Flamin’ Hots, and 

those nasty Vnter’s 

Crunchy Kurls Bizzlin 

Hot. 

  If you have the addiction 

then you know eating too 

many of them will have 

you at the mercy of the to 

toilet; it taste good going 

in but going out is a whole 

other story. You have to be smart about it 

no matter how good it taste. They are 

snacks there not the type of food you can 

just at everyday and think that there will 

not be stomach problems, or gain weight 

for that matter. 

  So eat them in moderation no matter 

how hard it is; enjoy your Flamin’ Hots 

and find out which type is your favorite! 

Grab Your Sweaters; Fall is Here! 

The Flamin’ Hot Addiction  

Na’Saijah Still, ‘17 

            And 

Todd Pffanger, ‘20 
 

   The Summer has ended and 

we are getting into the Fall sea-

son now. As you may know, the 

weather will begin getting cool-

er so don’t forget your sweaters. 

Bundle up! 

  Everyone knows Autumn is 

one of four seasons. But, did 

you know that the word 

“Autumn” itself originated from 

the word “Harvest” which was 

defined as the time period of 

gathering crops? “Autumn”, a 

latin word, first appeared in 

English in late 14th century. 

   Over time it began to become 

what we know today as Fall. 

Whether the name came from 

the the temperatures beginning 

to Fall or even simpler than that 

just because the leaves begin to 

Fall from the trees is not some-

thing you really think about. 

   You are always taught that 

this season is the transition of 

summer to winter. When you 

think of Fall, you usually think 

of cool weather, jackets, and 

pants. You think of the leaves 

turning from green to red, or-

ange, yellow or even brown as 

they fall to the 

ground. And, 

don’t forget the 

holidays, such 

as Thanksgiv-

ing. 

  Thanksgiving 

is the time to 

spend with 

your friends 

and family. 

The time to 

be thankful 

for the things 

and people you have with you. 

And, what better way to enjoy 

yourself with family and friends 

than you all spend time stuffing 

yourselves and having a good 

laugh making memories to look 

back on in the future. 

     Alma Robinson, a geometry 

teacher at Western Hills High 

School, has family time about 

all the good things they are 

thankful for. For Thanksgiving 

dinner the Robinson family has: 

turkey, ham, potato salad, corn 

pudding, collard greens, and 

you can’t forget the sweet pota-

to pie. 

   Robinson 

states,” We 

have fun as a 

family.” 

   One of the 

funny mo-

ments that 

happened is 

when Robin-

son forgot to 

remove the 

turkey neck 

from the cav-

ity! 

   Another teacher, Carly 

Wright, shared  

   her best memory about 

Thanksgiving She said “My 

best memory from Thanksgiv-

ing was 2 years ago when my 

sister and niece were in town. 

They live in Park City, Utah and 

aren’t able to come back and 

visit. Since they were able to be 

at our family Thanksgiving din-

ner, my entire family for the 

first time in awhile, were finally 

all together. Thanksgiving is a 

time to be thankful, so I was 

very thankful for them to be 

here with family.” 

 
   Do you know that the average 

household spends about $56.18 

(StatisticBrain)? Yes, statistics 

show that about each family 

spends this much on Thanksgiv-

ing food. Can you guess how 

many families there are in the 

United States? If you guessed a 

lot you are correct. From The 

Statistic Brain Research Institute, 

statistics show that 

$2,875,000,000 are spend in total 

in the U.S. 

   On average about 248 million 

Turkeys are raised in the United 

States each year (StatisticBrain).  

   The annual ton of green beans 

produced are about 656,340 tons 

while the annual pounds of sweet 

potatoes produced comes to 2.4 

billion pounds.  

 

(Photo courtesy of 

Wallmart.com) 

 

 

        (Photo courtesy of Holiday insights.com) 

 

 

(Photo courtesy of osxdaily.com)  
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Na’sajiah Still, ‘17 
 
   It's a new website going around making 

teachers even more excited about 
teaching their students new things. 
The new trending website is called 
Schoology. It's helping teachers and 
students with organization and stay-
ing on top of what needs to be 
turned in. In the future, Schoology 
will be in every classroom in Ameri-
ca. 
 

   Schoology allows access to course 
materials anytime, anywhere, for 
teachers, students, and parents. The 
website is similar to Facebook, 
which makes it appeal to teens. The 
teacher posts assignments and their 
due date. The students must check 
to see when an paper is due for 

completion. Snow days, after school, 
and sick days would be a thing of 
the past. 
 

   Schoology works on any device 
that has an internet connection. Get-
ting online shouldn't be hard at all. 
They've even created a app for 
smartphones. You should never 
need to ask a teacher what assign-
ment is due anymore. Everyday 
Schoology is growing in popularity. 
Schoology is the fastest-growing 
LMS in the K-12 market. 
 

   Schoology is currently used by 
more than 8 million students across 
60,000 K-12 schools and universities 
around the world. This is growing in-
to becoming a great tool in learning 
and teaching. 

Volleyball Spikes the Season  
Makala Williams, ’17 

    

   Coach Haddix and Coach Colyer 

are two wonderful hard working 

coaches for the      Western Hills 

Volleyball team. They work so 

hard to be able to be as good as 

they are. Last year the team beat 

every team in the conference ex-

cept Hughes High school. 

   But this year they plan plan on 

beating every team in the district 

and then some. Coach Haddix 

states, “My girls work as a team 

now on and off the court!” 

  Also Coach Colyer states, “I love 

all my weirdos. I 

literally have a 

nickname for all of 

them.” They both 

are wonderful 

coaches. 

  Coach Haddix 

was a former vol-

leyball player in 

High school and 

College. “I played 

volleyball in high 

school and college 

and figured this was 

a good way to say in 

the game,” Haddix states.   

  Unlike Haddix, 

Coach Colyer 

played basketball 

and ran track, but 

she’s grown to love 

volleyball as she 

coaches on the side 

of Coach Haddix. 

  “I love the fun of 

sports and I love 

children.”  As the 

seasons went on, 

they have favorite 

highlights from last 

year. Like when 

Coach Haddix states, “When four 

of my girls were rewarded in the 

CMAAC conference.” 

  Coach Colyer states,  “When My 

former player Trouble (Makala 

Williams) made her first serve in a 

game.” 

  Coach Haddix states, “And this 

year We are 2nd in our confer-

ence.”  Haddix also remarks that 

she is very proud of her girls and 

she’s going to cry when her seniors 

leave her this year. 

  Haddix states, “They (the play-

ers) are our big old crybabies.” But 

Coyler remarks, “We love our 

girls!” 

 

 

(Haddix and Coyler strike a 

pose.)  
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Three Shot at Elder Complex 

Mark Jeffers, ‘17 

 

Three were shot in East 

Price Hill on Tuesday night, 

September 21, 2016 at the El-

der sporting complex on Que-

bec Avenue. Shots were re-

ported at 

around 

10:30 P.M. 

after Elder’s 

soccer 

match 

against 

Moeller that 

was sched-

uled for 7 

P.M.  

One vic-

tim was 

struck in the 

calf, and one 

of the others 

was hit in the wallet. The bul-

let ricocheted off of it and hit 

the third victim in the thigh. 

These injuries were non-life-

threatening, and two of the 

three shot refused medical 

treatment. 

Elder’s principal states that 

it seemed like the shots were 

fired from off-campus. The 

game planned for the next day 

was delayed to a later date. 

 An investigation has been 

started to find the culprit. In-

creased secu-

rity at future 

school 

events 

should be 

expected, 

possible for 

every Cin-

cinnati Pub-

lic School in 

the area.  

Seton has 

declared that 

it will no long-

er use the ath-

letic complex 

until the police investigation is 

closed. Police say they suspect 

it was just a random shooting, 

since no evidence points to-

wards the complex as being 

the target.  

 

 

 

Alexus Howard, ‘17 

Every school has the teachers that are hard, easy, and the one that all stu-

dents love. It is difficult to be the teacher that has high expectations and gains full 

respect from the students. 

At Western Hills University HS, my favorite teacher is Mrs. Lewis-

Thorton, better known as Mrs.LT. She is one of the best teachers at West High, 

not only because she is my favorite but she is a good teacher. 

At first, I didn't think I was going to like her because her expectations 

were very high. I automatically knew that I was going to fail her class. 

Mrs. LT started teaching in 2000. She wasn't going to be a teacher at first 

she was going to be a lawyer until she had an epiphany. Her epiphany was that 

instead of being a lawyer she would help children before they need a lawyer. 

She attended Wittenberg University and Xavier University. She has two 

degrees, one is a BA in history and the other is M.Ed. in secondary education. It 

took her six years to get them. 

She was also in a sorority called “Delta Sigma Theta” which consists of 

sisterhood scholarships and service. 

She also won Teacher of the Month for September. She says her favorite 

thing about teaching is the “Ah-Ha!” moments. For example, when her kids 

doesn't understand something and she breaks it down she likes their face expres-

sion. She also thinks that the hardest thing about teaching is reaching kids that 

don't want to learn. 

She grew up in Avondale known as “A1,the 4” as she would say. She has 

been married for 18 years. She has two kids, a 20 yr old daughter and 14 year old 

son. Her major obstacles in high school were low self-esteem, she lost her dad at 

the end of 8th grade year, and went from middle class to poor. 

What makes her a good teacher is that she is involved in West High 

activities such as Boo Radley Society, Student Council, Girls with Pearls, 

and an Advisor; she doesn't teaches you only academics but also about real 

life. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

(Photo courtesy of  

coachesaid.com) 

Mrs. LT: The G.O.A.T. 
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 DeAyra Lewis, ‘17 

   Students have fall, spring, and 
even summer to take the OGT, but 
the thing is if students don’t pass it 
in the spring they have to take it in 
the summer and graduate in Au-
gust instead of in May like the rest 
of their class. The stress is really 
on when you are a senior and you 
applying to colleges and paying for 
your cap and gowns. They might 
be paying for senior trips and prom 
things without knowing if they 
passed the test or not. When May 
16th comes around, all the senior 
class won’t be walking because of 
this test that’s required by state 
law. 
   There are steps for the alterna-
tive pathway; those steps are 
found on the website called 
www.education.ohio.gov/. You can 
find these steps and more on their 
website. 

   Some seniors made comments 

from Ti’Osherai Hopkins, Vanessa 
Summers, Shirraye Jenkins, 
Brittney Williams, Aniise Stevens, 

and Kyra Davis. 

Ti’Osherai Hopkins: Hoping and 
wondering if you will pass or not. 
Don’t stress over it; keep studying. 

Not walking across the stage on 
May 16th. Wouldn’t be able to do 
the other way due to my attend-

ance. 

Vanessa Summers: Having hope on 
passing the test even when others 
lose faith in me. Keep trying don’t give 
up trying working hard. Hard work 

study more never get yourself down. 

Shirraye Jenkins: Overthinking it and 
4 point answers are the most stress-
ful. 

Aniise Stevens: The fear of not an-
swering the question right is stressful 
to one senior. 

Brittney Williams: One student said 
science is the hardest part about the 
OGT. 

Kyra Davis: Stressing for no reason. 
Giving up isn’t an option for me. Even 
if I fail I won’t just say I quit I’m going 
to keep trying. 

   The biggest goal each one of these 
seniors want is to walk  across the 
stage in May on the 16th. These sen-
iors are some of the most determined 
to succeed in life, no matter what 
bumps they all hit in the road. I say 
these seniors aren’t just people who 
give up;  they want to try to be the 

best no matter what. Seniors here 
have so much confident in them-
selves. 

Lick Road Scares Students 
Tosha Cephas, ‘17 

 
The story of Amy 

goes more than one way. 
One of the stories that I 
have been hearing about is 
how one night Amy went 
out for a night stroll, and 
some unknown killer--
some even say it’s her fa-
ther--walked across the 
bridge and came out and 
killed her. 

 

Another story behind 
Amy’s death is the baby 
story. I really don’t know 
how it goes, but I know that 
you are supposed to go to 
the bridge and scream out 
“Amy I have your baby!” 
Then a little girl is sup-
posed to pop out in a white 
gown and scream at you or 
Amy will appear and chase 
after you. 

 

In my opinion they’re 
maybe a million stories 
about Amy but one thing 
you can count on is that 
she did die on Lick Road. 
Me and a couple of friends 
have went up to Lick Load 

to see if the stories were 
true.  

 
Now me personally I 

don’t play that crazy stuff 
at all. 
You 
won’t 
catch 
me in 
any 
woods 
day or 
night.  
In my 
opinion 
that’s 
crazy 
people 
stuff; 
what I 
do is do 
home-
work 
sleep 
and be 
fat. This 
time was 
not my 
fault.  

 
Well, unfortunately I 

had no idea I was going; 

my friends tricked me into 
going. I felt like a lame 
(serious face emoji), but as 
we got further and further 
down Lick Road I noticed 

how 
the 
win-
dows 
started 
fog-
ging 
up. 
 

I got 
scared 
and 
said 
“H*LL 
NAH 
I’M 
NOT 
GET-
TING 
OUT 
THIS 

CAR!!!” 
So as 

we get to the road all I saw 
was woods everywhere 
and an open space and 
complete darkness--

nooooo street lights! 
 

When I heard some-
thing move in the bushes 
my life flashed before my 
eyes. All I could think 
about was Amy trying to 
possess me. I turned to my 
friend and said, “Girl I hope 
you got holy water cause 
the lord shall be my shep-
herd shaba da ba da ba!” 

 

So as we started 
walking to the woods. 
There were dark, creaky 
noises, and I felt hot air 
rush upon my neck; I 
turned around, and it was 
just one of my friends 
breathing their hot breathe 
on my neck. We looked in 
the woods and saw some 
type of writing on the car 
window. 

 

We ran back in the 
car and I grabbed the wa-
ter and prayed over it, and 
splashed the water on the 
seats and said, “NOT TO-
DAY AMY….NOT TO-
DAY!” 
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