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Upcoming  

Event:  

Gradua-

tion on 

May 16th 

at 4:00 at 

Cintas 

Center 

  

Danisha Payne, former gradu-

ate of Western Hills High 

School 
 

   Coming from West High and 

ending my freshmen year in 

college, I would love to give 

some helpful words to in-

coming college students to 

help them in the transition. 

But you should only go into 

college if you are mentally 

and physically ready for the 

responsibility and workload 

it comes with. It’s nothing 

like high school, so you have 

to be prepared. 

   You may have seen or 

heard about the parties, frats/

sororities, and all the fun 

things that come with it, but 

it’s only a part of it.  

   College is still about your 

education. I would tell you to 

miss as few days as possible; you 

miss a day and you will be be-

hind weeks.  

   Due dates are essential; you 

can’t bargain with the professor 

like in high school. You don’t 

turn it in then it’s a zero. Some 

professors may be lenient and 

take points off, but don’t risk the 

grade. Make yourself a due date 

before the due date. 

   Just because nobody says any-

thing when you come in late or 

leave early doesn’t mean do it. 

You could miss important infor-

mation that may not be in the 

notes, but still be on the test.  

   Make as many class friends as 

you can. Study partners/groups 

help you to succeed. And they 

could be of help when you miss. 

   Don’t procrastinate; “I’ll do it 

later” means either it’ll be late, 

rushed, or not done at all. 

You don’t always have a 

second chance to do thing 

over. Just do it right the 

first time, and you won’t 

have to worry about a grade 

at the end of the semester. 

   And believe it or not you 

will either thank Ms. Thole, 

or need her help sooner a 

later. You will realize eve-

rything she was trying to 

teach and tell you is im-

portant to your college ca-

reer.  

   This year is the start your 

life. You will learn a lot about 

yourself and future. This will 

tell you if you are in the right 

major for your degree, or if 

you’re doing the right thing for 

your life. 

   This year is important; don’t 

mess it up partying too much, or 

socializing too much.  

Advice from a Former Graduate 

A Final Farwell to the Seniors of 2017 
Mark Jeffers, ‘17 

   There’s very little time until 

graduation and it’s easy to feel 

the buzz of excitement spreading 

through not only the senior class 

– but the junior class as well. 

When we leave the school, 

we make way for the next 

graduating class as both ca-

reers and college creep over 

the horizon.  

   No matter what your plans 

may be after high school, I 

know that our seniors this 

year will be successful in 

their own unique ways. Even 

if you’re still not completely 

sure what your plans are, it’s 

important to have confidence 

in yourself. 

   When you step onto the 

stage at graduation, think 

about all of the hard work 

and effort it took to get here. Re-

ceiving your diploma is an 

achievement that not everyone 

sees. It’s made obvious by the 

diminishing number of students 

in our class this year. Every sin-

gle person should be proud that 

they persevered through it all. 

   

It’s 

been rough, but now that it’s over 

we can all finally relax. No more 

waking up at 6:30, no more rid-

ing the packed school busses, and 

most importantly no more wear-

ing these uncomfortable uni-

forms. These are the responsibili-

ties 

of 

children, not adults, and will 

eventually be replaced by even 

bigger and greater responsibili-

ties. You will have to budget 

your money, do college work, 

manage your job’s schedule, and 

much more.           We think we 

are miserable as kids and 

that everything will sud-

denly change when we be-

come adults, but in reality 

you’ll only have to work 

harder for the things you 

want. Mansions and cars 

cost lots of money so it’s 

necessary to get a job you 

love which pays well.  

I know all of us will be at 

least somewhat sad to 

leave West High and all 

the important memories we 

made. Yet, it’s still an 

amazing feeling to be done 

after about thirteen years 

of school. Deuces! 

 

 

(Photo courtesy of India Today) 

 

(Photo courtesy of You Tube) (Photo courtesy of Pinterest.com) 
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“I’m happy we are all 
graduating this year; 
this is our year”—
Eric Gilchrist 
 
“I like to starve be-
fore the game be-
cause my team fed 
me more”—Da’shon 
H. 
 
“Well, it’s been a 
rough senior year, a 
lot of stressing and 
all, but I’m glad that 
I’m back on the roll 
bvecause I really 
want my family and 
friends and my boy-
friend to be able to 
see my walk across 
the stage with them 
yelling my name.  
Hearing my family 

and them do that will 
make me happy.  
We’ve lost two of our 
seniors, and it’s gon-
na be a moment be-
cause they were 
some good kids; 
they smiled at peo-
ple and every-
thing”—Mikela 
Hayes 
 
“Study without desire 
spoils the memore, 
and it retains nothing 
that it takes in 
(Lenonardo da Vin-
ci)—Jawon Taylor 
 
“Work hard in si-
lence...let success 
make the noise” 
(Capital Steez)—
Jawon Taylor 

Senior Quotes 

“To all the sen-
iors, we have 
less than a 
month of high 
school left.  As 
much as we to 
get out and move 
onto college 
think about it, 
you won’t be 
able to just show 
up for a test with-
out studying for 
it.  You won’t be 
able to just skip 

school because 
you can.  So en-
joy the time you 
have left in high 
school where 
you made some 
of the best mem-
ories, and enjoy 
being able to 
drive 10 minutes 
to see your best 
friends” —Paris 
Curtis 
 
 

“The only think I 
can say is bye!!!  
I’ve been here 
since 9th grade, 
and finally we 
are leaving this 
school.  Thank 
you, Jesus!”—
Chris Carter 
 
“What’s done is 
done.  What’s 
gone is gone.  
One of life’s les-
sons is always 

moving on.  It’s 
okay to look back 
and thank of fond 
memories, but 
keep moving for-
ward”—Zawadi 
Early 
 

“Don’t count the 
days, make the 
days count”—
Jermacio Book-
er 
 
 

The Breeze Staff 

 

Reporters 

DeAyra Lewis, Jalyne Locke, Robert Speaks, Jordan Reed, 

Darrell Janson, Shylo Brunner, King Diarra, Tosha 

Cephas, Na’Saijah Still, Jaylin Jamson, Robert Henderson, 

Zion Webber, Alaizion Mayfield, Mikayla Hayes, Karima 

Scott, Dominique  McCord, Mark Jeffers , Jaline Wilson, 

Dy’lan Shavers, Eric Gilchrest, Jermacio Booker, Kenneth 

Wilks, Jontae Alexander, Keyonne Mann, & Perrish Thom-

as  

Advisor 

Ms. Shannon Silbernagel 

————————————————————————————— 

The Western Breeze is an open forum for student expression produced and 

for students of Western Hills High School,  2144 Ferguson Road, Cincin-

nati, OH 45238. 

Editorials appearing in The Breeze reflect the opinion of the editorial 

board, not the administration or staff of Western Hills High School. Read-

ers of the Breeze may express their views by submitting letters to editor in 

room 1236. Letters must be signed and The Breeze reserves the right to 

edit for clarity, taste, and length. 

   

Let us hear YOUR OPINION! 

 

Submit letters to be printed in The Breeze.   

Letters can be sent to room 1236, or placed in 

Ms. Silbernagel’s mailbox 

(Letters may be edited for clarity, taste, and length.) 
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 “Started from the 
bottom, now we 
here” (Drake)—
Martez Gray 
 
“Life lessons happen 
everyday, learn from 
it”—Aniise Stephens 
 
“Until we meet 
again”—Robert 
Speaks 
 
“Strive for esselence 
da screetx scressful 
bruh” (Gucci 
Mane)—Vernell 
Jackson 
 
“My name is Rocker, 
and no matter what 
happens, no matter 
what I do, I will al-

ways be straight”—
Robert Henderson 
 
“Remain humble and 
stay focused!  Never 
give up on your 
dreams!”—Heaven 
Wise 
 
“All this for a hand 
shake and a piece of 
paper?”—Jontae Al-
exander 
 

“’Ain’t none of this 
promised’ 
(Rihanna).  I feel 
this way because 
throughout my 
whole high school 
year, there has 
been a lot of my life 

that was never 
promised.  I have 
lost many friends du 
to a lot, but through-
out everything, I still 
try to make it.  You 
have to always 
make the best of 
things because eve-
rything in life even 
life itself is not 
promised”—
Shirraye Jenkins 
 
“Real heroes are 
never made public” 
(Big Boss)—Sean 
Grothaus 
 
“I’m sick of ya’ll. Pe-
riod”—Ja-Diona 
Penman 

“You may see me 
struggle, but you 
will never see me 
quit”—Kenny Wilks 
 
“Never break of 
fold, that’s what it 
takes to be major” 
(Kevin Gates)—
Aniya Scott 
 
“When you come 
from nothing, you 
appreciate it 
more”—Perry 
Thomas  
 
“Known for smooth-
ies and garden 
tools”  —Jade 
Montgomery 

“We graduate just to go 
back to school”—Diashay 
Mays 

 

“You want beef issa plate.  
You call my ugly issa 
hate”—Brittney Williams 

 

“Follow your dreams and 
follow me on”—Santi Estill 

Jr.  

“And this is the part where 
you find out who you 
are...take pride in how far 
you have come and have 
faith in how far you can 
go”—J’vion Cook 

 

“Please don’t put some-
thing as your senior 

quote” (Mom)—Tony Mont-
gomery 

“Be yourself and never 
give up”—Jaline Wilson 

“Never give up faith, 
there’s an opportunity for 
everyone—be yourself and 
you will find yourself and 
what life has cut out for 
you”—Felessia Walker 



      Dancing  
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“Today, I get to be a 

freshman again”—
Teanna Sanders 
 
“Dreams don’t work 
unless you do”—
Braxton Miller 
 
“I’m gonna go out-
side.  If anyone asks, 
I’m outstanding”—

Na’saijah Still 
 
“Bruh!  We graduat-
ed just to go to 
school again”—
Na’Saijah Still 
 
“No matter how 
much your heart is 
grieving, push for-
ward because you 

have something to 
be free in!”—
Demeshayla 
Strattman 
 
“My child, and my fa-
ther are my motiva-
tor, nothing will stop 
me from succeed-
ing”—Jalen Ivory 
 

“ Per aspera ad as-
tra—through hard-
ships to the stars.”—
Mark Jeffers 
 
“Our pockets being 
stripped,night and 
day (Farewell po-
em).”—DeAyra Lew-
is 

 

Two to Remember and Never to Forget 
 

Mark Jeffers, ‘17 and DeAyra Lewis, 

‘17 

Seneca Baber: “My first day at West 

High, Merrily was the only person that 

made me feel welcome.” 
DeAyra Lewis: “She 

was creative, inspir-

ing, loving, honest, 

funny it’s so much I 

can say about her. I 

really just miss you 

Private Davis, and I 

love you.”  

Mark Jeffers: 

"Merrily was a shoot-

ing star like no other, 

and I'll miss my best 

friend until the day I 

die." 

Mr. Stine: "I will 

always remember 

Merrily's quirky 

sense of humor. She 

was often ready with 

a great one-liner and 

had a talent for mak-

ing people laugh. She 

was a big personality 

and a big part of the WHCB family; we 

miss her." 

Tosha Cephas: “I remember I used to 

come to Ms. Thole’s class, and she would 

be singing Aaliyah.”  

Na’saijah Still:  “We miss you coming 

to LT’s with her singing Alicia Keys 

songs” AND “Always singing your joyful 

noises, taking frowns off our faces. From 

Whitney Houston song: 

‘And, I WILL AL-

WAYS LOVE YOU’.” 

Mrs. Moore: “Gone too 

soon.” 

Ms. Thole: “I will al-

ways remember Merrily 

as a sparkling light. She 

was such a ray of bright-

ness to everyone. I will 

never forget her smile or 

her positive personality. 

Nearly every day as she 

left my class, she had a 

positive compliment for 

me - such as: "Good 

class, Ms. Thole!" or 

"Stay beautiful!" I wish I 

could tell her how much 

that always meant to me. 

She has left a lot of bro-

ken hearts; one of them is 

mine.  
Ciara Blevins: “True friends can NEVER be 

kept APART, distance and time just shows 

how much they really LOVE each other.”  

Shirraye Jenkins: “When she said, ‘Shirraye 

baby you look good today.’”  

DeAyra Lewis, ’17 and Jontae Alexan-

der, ‘17 

Robert Henderson: “Freshman year 

when him and I used to get in trouble 

together and 8th grade year when we first 

got cool, and he told 

my girlfriend he and I 

used to get in the tub 

together when we was 

little but he was most 

definitely perpin.” 

Adrion Haynes: 

“When we was about 

to fight and we was 

cool 2 hours later and 

when we used to cap 

on Lakita everyday and 

clowning in ceramic 

class having fun every-

day in Ms. Curran’s 

class, play fighting and 

everything and when 

him and you was finna 

fight and I was hyping 

it.” 

Robert Speaks: “Ron 

was one of my very 

good friends; I enjoyed 

his presence, and it’s kinda sad he’s not 

around anymore to experience life.  It 

would be a lot better if was here to walk 

with us.”  

Kenny Wilks: “Cap sessions all day!!!” 

Jonate Alexander: “When we seen 

each other in the hallway he would be 

like how them grades look son?” 

Vanessa Summers:  “He was my first 

love he wasn’t just 

my boyfriend Ron 

was my first every-

thing I really miss 

you Ron I love you 

so much first love.”  

Demeshayla 

Strattmen: “He 

would always sit 

next to me and smile. 

It was one of those 

smiles that made it 

seem like he was up 

to something. He was 

always in the way 

either yelling, play-

ing or just vib-

ing……..I miss 

him.” 

Teanna Sanders: 

“Freshman year 

when him and Kevin 

was smack capping 

people.” 

Seneca Baber: “ He basically inspired 

me to be myself and not care about 

what others thinks.” 

SENIOR QUOTES 

Ron Mack Merrily Davis 

 

(Merrily’s senior picture) (One of Ron Mack’s famous poses) 



Prom: Tonight We are Young 
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Tosha Cephus, ‘17 
I feel it even when 
others don’t feel it. 
I seek the hearts 
that grow everyday. 
We are all different 
but one thing we all 
have in common is 
we all have a heart. 
To see the same 
eyes everyday is a 
beautiful feeling. 
All the happiness 
and all the sadness 
shows the strength 
that we define. 
Some are separat-

ed some are tight, 
but one thing they 
could never say is 
we have not put up 
a fight. 
Our lives are differ-
ent, and our lives 
the same. 
Some teachers stop 
students just to say 
it’ll all be okay. 
Seems like we just 
started school, 
then all in just a 
blink school is out. 
Congratulations 
2017! 

Poem to Seniors 

 

King and Queen of 2017 

 

(Queen, Demeshayla Strattman and King, D’Marko Jackson) 

  

    

  

(Mark Jeffers and Kiera Lane) (Christian Helgenberger and 

Alysia Gonzalez) 
(Darrell Janson and Jaline Wilson) (Kyle Trimpe and Jade Montgom-

ery) 

(Ra’Niece Taylor-Benton, Tony 

Montgomery, and Jordan Reed) 
(Chris Carter and Janiyah Palmer) (Demeshayla Strattman and Adri-

on Haynes) 

(Ciera Blevins and D’Marko Jack-

son) 
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(D’Marko Jackson and Demeshayla Strattman as 

“Mr. and Ms. West High) 
(Desmond Jarmon as “Class Clown”) (Venise Williams and Rojhanaire Adams as 

“Best Friends”) 

(Jay’meisha McCrary and James Christopher 

as “Always Smiling”) 

(Brittany Davis and Dequantez Sanders and 

“Most Improved Since 9th Grade) 

(Javijon Reese as “Biggest Flirt”) 
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(Duane Drain and Jalen Ivory as “Biggest 

Excuse Maker”) 

(Jamar Sandars and DeAyra Lews voted 

for “Teacher’s Pet”) 

(Vernelle Jackson and J’vion Cook as 

“Sleepiest”) 

Senior Dinner Dance: Oh, 

What a Night! 



 

 
       FEATURES 
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(Kyle Trimpe and Ti’Osherai Hopkins as “Most 

Unique”) 

(Shirraye Jenkins as “Clumsiest”) (Destiny Jones as “Most Unpredictable”) 

(Mr. Jump honoring Ron Mack) (Jade Montgomery and Braxton honored as “Most 

Likely to Succeed) 
(D’Marko Jackson, R’Niece Taylor-Benton, and 

Heaven Wise as “Most Talented”) 


