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Vaccine: A Path to curing Covid, Some say  
Daniel Williams, ‘21 
 

  Since the rising of the Corona-
virus, citizens and the govern-
ment have both been in wide-
spread panic with the upcoming 
panic. Most are fearful of the vi-
rus itself taking the lives of either 
themselves or their loved ones. 
With the global shutdown, gov-
ernments have been desperately 
searching for a cure. Soon a 
vaccine was created in under a 
year to treat the virus but some 
could be skeptical about the vac-
cine’s results or side effects. 
   Most simply can’t find any reasons 
to trust the vaccine itself. Western 
Hills Senior Corey Ward had this to 
say on the matter of trust, “ I don’t 
see a reason to trust it. It’s too soon, 
the fact is there are other illnesses 
and other things that have been 

around  longer but still haven’t been 
taken care of. But a vaccine was 
made for a new virus in under a 
year? I’m not buying it.”  
   Delhi resident Eric Turner said 
something similar when asked. 
   “It doesn’t make any sense to trust 
a vaccine that was 
made out of the blue. It 
has to have some kind 

of side affects or something because 
it was rushed. This vaccine might be 
some sort of test run before a full 
blown cure can be made. I don’t trust 
it, not one bit” Turner said.    

   Given the fact that most are a bit 
mistrustful about the vaccine, 
some have to wonder if there are 
other choices to be made to pre-
vent contamination/infections from 
covid.  
   Corey made the following state-
ment, “My best advice is to just 
keep doing what we were already 
told to do in the beginning. Keep 
yourselves isolated and clean. If 
you feel some type of way, keep to 
yourself and prevent contact with 
others.” 
   Lastly, some are concerned with 
the fact that there can already be 
carriers among us considering that 
a select few may show no symp-
toms of the virus.  
 Turner wanted to say this on the mat-
ter, “There isn’t much you can do if 
you are a carrier but you should still 
keep calm if anything. Continue to 
isolate and keep contact to a mini-

mum. Keep your 
loved ones 

safe.”  

 

 

(Photo courtesy of https://wsiltv.com/2020/12/15/here-are-8-things-to-know-about-the-covid-19-vaccine/) 

   By Hector Alaverz, ‘21 
 
  When you think of money what 
do you think? Do you think of fi-
nancial stability? Do you think of 
happiness? Believe it or not there 
are people scattered around the 
world who tend to think that mon-
ey “corrupts” people’s minds.  
   Money stresses us out even more 
than terrorism, according to the 
American Psychological Associa-
tion, “so it's understandable why 
some people consider currency to 
be especially evil. Money also 
greases the wheels of evil opera-
tions, from terrorist groups and 
violent dictatorships to human traf-
fickers and poachers - just to name 
a handful. And the pursuit of mate-
rial wealth can drive us to do some 
despicable things” 

   People fall in love with money 
not only because it is beneficial to 
our everyday lives such as buying 
necessities such as food, shelter, 
clothes, and the list goes on and 
on.  
   Money occupies a unique posi-
tion in a modern capitalist econo-
my. In its absence, the whole pros-
perous economic life would col-
lapse like a pack of cards. 
   Without money we will not be 
able to pay for food, a place to 
live, pay for clothes, or even be 

able to live a normal and stable life 
because no matter the country or 
the economy everything runs be-
cause of money and without mon-
ey it will be absolutely impossible 
to get anywhere in life and it will 
be extremely castrophic.  
    However, people tend to think 
that having too much money and 

can lead to having an abundance of 
power can lead to self corruption.  
   For example, Some people feel 
money gives them a sense of per-
sonal worth. They feel if they 
don’t have much money, they are 
not worth much as a person and if 
they have a lot of it, they are in-
deed of great worth as a person. 

   That’s why many people associ-
ate the accumulation of wealth 
with the accumulation of power 
the more money you have, the 
more powerful you are. And when 
people have a low sense of their 
personal power, they have an 
overwhelming urge to amass large 
sums of money quite out of pro-
portion to their needs.  
   No matter how much they ac-
quire, it’s never enough. This ap-
proach also aligns with greed. A 
greedy person never has enough, 
no matter how much he or she 
gets. 
   Many people say that money 
can’t buy happiness and in all 
honesty that is sometimes true 
majority of the time true. Yes you 
can buy what your heart desires to 
buy. But you will still feel that 
sense of loneliness, despair, hope-

less, and misguided by believing 
that money can buy happiness.  
Money can’t buy happiness, love, 
feelings, and most importantly it 
can’t buy you memories.  
   We can not argue with the fact 
that money is not important be-
cause if we did we would all be 
lying to ourselves and to each oth-
er. Many people can argue that 
money is the root of all evil but in 
all honesty it just lies on the be-
holder and their intentions.  

Can Money be the Root of all Evil? 
 

(Photo courtesy of 
https://www.publicdomainpictures.net/en/view-
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Is Skipping Senior Year Worth It? 

By KIshalya Adams,  ‘22 
 
   If you think about how many 
times you’ve talked about senior 
year up until the 11th grade, it's a 
lot of times, right? Have you ever 
thought about what it would be like 
to skip senior year? Skipping 
prom, senior dinner dance, that 
extra year to mature and grow, 
see who your real friends are? 

     Many students would skip their 
senior year if they could , and I 
know this because most of the stu-
dents are tired of school already.  
   “What is most mandatory about 
senior year is preparing to be on 
your own. Another thing is needing 
the extra time to mature,” says 
sophomore Nashon Weathers. 
    Skipping senior year is one 
thing, but skipping senior year and 
having no back up plan is another 
thing. Leaving high school with no 
plan is no good deed. I mean 
where are you going to live, work, 
and what about college? Basically, 
what is put in plan for the next 
stage in your life.  
    Going through and skipping 
senior year with no back up plan 
could really be putting yourself in a 
bad position. 

   “Depending on the student , 
maybe some will be successful 
and some will not,” says former 
Western Hills teacher, Holly Bur-

gess.   
   .If students were allowed to skip 
senior year only time would tell 
who would be successful and who 
wouldn't.  
       I think about half of the stu-
dents would fail, and half of the 
students would be successful . I 
think that about half of the stu-
dents would fail, and half of the 
students would be successful be-

cause only about half would have 
a plan and 25% of the half proba-
bly won't fall through with their 
plan. The other half might just fall 

through with their back up plan.  

        During my interview on 
whether students should be 
able to skip senior year I 
asked Burgess  about how 
many students do you think 
would fail and about how 
many students do you think 
would be successful if they 

were allowed to skip senior 
year.  
   Burgess replied back to me 
with “About 50 % would be 
successful and About 50 % 
would fail , and for 25 % of suc-
cess stories it will take them a 
while.” 

   In my opinion she is right , 
to get your first degree you 
have to do at least four years 
of college. 
       During my Interview with 
my brother I asked him do 
you think it would be okay for 
students to skip their senior 
year , especially if they have 
a back up plan.  
   Weathers replied back 
with, “ Yes, students will 
have something to do with 
their time. Instead of graduat-
ing, being home and doing 
nothing.”  
   All in all I think students 
should be able to skip senior 
year.  I mean who isn't tired 
of school by now? 

    “Going through and 
skipping senior year 
with no back up plan 

could really be putting 
yourself in a bad posi-

tion,” Adams says. 

   

 

By Lezlie Christian, teacher 
 
   Angela R Campbell-Harris leaves 
a legacy as she walks into the next 
leg of her journey, retirement.  She 
has given over 17 years of passion 
and service to GRAD Cincinnati 
and Western Hills 
University High 
School. From De-
cember 1, 2003-
2007,    Mrs. Har-
ris served as a 
Campus Family 
Life Representa-
tive through our 
community part-
ner, GRAD Cin-
cinnati. In the 
2008 school year, 
GRAD Cincinnati 
assigned Mrs. Har-
ris as the Re-

source Coordinator for West High.  
   What her persistence and compas-
sion for children have brought to 
our school is nothing short of amaz-
ing.       Her resources, networking, 
and connections provided housing, 
food, a School-Based Health Cen-
ter, clothing, school supplies, and 
social services to  
our Mustang families.  

      
 

Mrs. Harris Retires 

Headed by Mrs. Harris, the manner 
in which West High principals and 
GRAD Cincinnati strategically or-
chestrated the needs and services 
that a traditional high school setting 

could do, set the 
standard of ex-
cellence for oth-
er schools to 
follow.   
   No matter 
what occurred, 
Mrs. Harris en-
sured 

that students' needs were her priori-
ty. Now, the priority is herself as 
she embarks on new ventures. We 
bid her CONGRATULATIONS for 
giving her time, talents, service so 
humbly and selflessly. 
    We will miss you Mrs. Harris 
and may your retirement be awe-
some.  
GO MUSTANGS!  

The Breeze Staff 
Reporters 

 

Advisor 

Ms. Shannon Silbernagel 
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By KIshalya Adams, ‘22 
 

    Me and an associate both 
agree that having a longer lunch 
will benefit students in many 
ways. According to Zariya Estill 
, 11th graders having a longer 
lunch “gives students more time 
to distress , think , and get more 
work done”. 
    Having a longer lunch can 
even benefit teachers in many 
ways, It can give them time to 
grade , plan the way they’ll teach 
or what they’ll teach or how 
they’ll teach the students. Also 
students will be more tired and 
exhausted and the teacher can get 
more things they need to teach 
done. 
    I think having a longer lunch 
can benefit teachers in all the 
same ways I just named. 
According to Estill, “ On one 

hand I feel like they will like it , 
They’ll have more time to grade 
etc. On the other hand I feel like 
at some point they’ll be really 
stressed trying to get everything 
they need to be taught”. 
    I feel like the majority of the 

students would want a longer 
lunch , but it’ll still be that small 
percentage that doesn't want a 
longer lunch. I feel like the ones 
who do want a longer lunch are 
the ones that socialize more , 
might take them a longer time to 
eat , or get homework they really 
need done in. I feel like the ones 

that disagree with having a long-
er lunch are the ones that don't 
socialize as much , eats quicker , 
gets their work done , or just 
doesn't have much to do. 
   I would enjoy having a longer 
lunch because I am one of the 

students that takes a longer time 
to eat , could use the time as a 
study as mentioned early in this 
passage , and socialize with my 
girlfriend more. According to 
Estill, “I can't really justify it to 
them , But for the most part most 
of them would be okay with it 
because they’ll have more time 

to socialize with their friends.  
   I feel like most of the teachers 
would be okay with students 
having a longer lunch , some of 
the teachers might not want stu-
dents to have longer lunches but 
maybe because they had a longer 
lunch when they were in school. 
Maybe some of them will have a 
harder time with trying to get 
everything they need to get 
taught done.But for the most part 
I feel like they would be okay 
with students having a longer 
lunch. 
   I think teachers would be able 
to handle it because the majority 
of them already get things handled 
with or without the students being 
tired and exhausting. According to 
Ms.Nina Yisrael, West High 
Treasure, “ Yes , they will get 
more time to teach because the 
students will be more tired and 
exhausted from eating and moving 
around”.  
  Having a longer lunch will ben-
efit students more than it will 
hurt their school education. I 
don’t think parents would have a 
problem with it either. Either 
way they’ll still have a choice 
rather to remove their student 
from the school or let them con-
tinue to go.  

 

Do you think having a longer 
lunch can benefit students? I am 
a student and I feel like having a 
longer lunch will benefit me in 
many ways, it could be like a 
lunch/study hall for me. For 
some other students it gives them 
time to distress , gets things off 
their mind on hard days , gives 
students longer time to eat. 

(Photo courtesy of https://creativemarket.com/writelovely/3884147-Watercolor-
lunch-clipar) 

When Bored: Check out The Social Network! 

By Hector Alvarez, ‘21 
 
Do you ever sit down and ask yourself how was Face-
book invented and all of the process that went to making 
Facebook?  In the 2010 hit, The Social Network directed 
by David Fincher and written by Aaron Sorkin and Ben 
Mezrich gives every answer to how Facebook came to 
be.  
  Born in White Plains, New York, Zuckerberg attended Har-
vard University, where he launched the Facebook social net-
working service from his dormitory room on February 4, 2004, 
with college roommates Eduardo Saverin, Andrew McCollum, 
Dustin Moskovitz, and Chris Hughes. Originally launched to 
select college campuses, the site expanded rapidly and eventu-
ally beyond colleges, reaching one billion users by 2012.  

   Zuckerberg took the company public in May 2012 
with majority shares. In 2007, at age 23, he became the 
world's youngest self-made billionaire. As of March 
2021, Zuckerberg's net worth is $103.6 billion,  making 
him the 5th-richest person in the world. 
   The movie took place in Harvard university, New York, and 

California. The actor who played Mark Zuckerberg had his 
own blogging page and he had met some twins who basically 
gave him the idea of Facebook but it was going to be a social 
network strictly for Harvard students. There were so many 
different lawsuits and court cases going on both with the twins 
and Eduardo.  
   In my opinion the acting was very spot on because that is 
exactly how stuck up, rich, privileged people would act. People 
who tend to have a higher knowledge than other people tend to 
be very stuck up, self centered, and overall thinking they are 
superior.  

   Jesse Eisenberg played Mark Zukeberg really well by 
talking really fast, confusing you and getting the upper 
hand with his very over the head just as how a very intel-
ligent person would do, also the acting was very well 
played not just by Eisenberg but the entire cast as well. 
All of the suspense, drama, emotions, and feelings were 
portrayed in a way almost as if you were right there with 
them experiencing and living the entire moment. How-
ever, that was not the only good thing about the movie. 
   The dialogue portrayed by each character within the 

movie was very on point and spot on. I expected each 
character to be very intelligent with good and proper 
speaking skills, and that is exactly how it was. Each and 
every single character within the movie spoke like that. 
   The sound/ music fit the movie in a very good way just like 
peanut butter and jelly. The movie fit perfectly for the time 
Facebook was being invited. The music was very mellow, 
calm, and oftentimes full of suspense.   
   I feel as if the group of people that people would like this 
film would be teenagers, adults, and facebook addicts simply 
because it is about something everyone finds interest in.  

The film basically represents a documentary on face-
book and how it came to be because they had the entire 
storyline and characters on point.  
The theme of this film is simply to not let anything or 
anyone bring you down from chasing your dreams and 
what you aspire to be in life. There will always be haters 
praying and wishing for your downfall.  
   I would personally give it a 6/10 because it is some-
thing that I would not watch again and also because 
there wasn’t much action involved.  



      Dancing  
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Exploring the Pros and Cons of College 
By Tynair Chainey, ‘24 
 
   Why should you go to college? 
Well you should go for a lot of 
reasons. College is important for 
many careers, long term financial 
gain, job stability, career satisfac-
tion and success outside of the 
workplace. (snhu.edu). 
  However, there are some nega-
tive effects; they are sexual as-
sault and homesickness from 
missing family.  
   Positive effects are he/she gets a 
degree, likely to get a good job, 
become more independent, and 
make new friends (fusfoo.com). 

      It’s true that a college degree 
is a step of many careers but not 
all, you can certainly be success-
ful without a college degree, your 
skills and talents can get you a 
good job. 
   Does college offer a 100% guar-
antee that you will graduate and 
have a successful career? College 
DOES NOT guarantee much of 
anything. You can be successful 
without a degree, but it's more 
difficult.  It's not the degree that is 
critical, it's what you do with 
what you have learned and put 
into practice. 
   How much does a college edu-

cation cost? Is it affordable for 
families with low income?  
   The cost of a college education 
depends on where you go. Some 
are more expensive than others. 
For low income families you will 
definitely want to take advantage 
of scholarships and grants. It 
helps cover books, food, dorms, 
etc. 
   The difference between a 4 year 
college and 2 year college is that 
generally when you attend a four 
year school, the degree require-
ments dictate that you take a gen-
eral education and theory based 
courses; two years schools focus 

more on-hand educational  clas-
ses. 
   Besides academics, what does 
college really good for?  
   Well you will have more mon-
ey, and for most people the ability 
to earn more money is the driving 
force behind going to college. 
Benefits for you and your family. 
   Not every student is college 
bound,, some students do not 
have the desire or potential skill 
set to be successful in college 
which is why it's important to dis-
cuss other options (i.e. trade 
school, military, gainful employ-
ment) for students. 

Examining Expectations of Boy and Girls  
 

 By Niyah West, ‘22 
 
   In today's society men/boys 
and women/girls get looked at 
differently. When I say different-
ly I don't mean as being taller, 
skinnier, or smarter. I am talk-
ing about how they get treated 
by the parents. Parents tend to 
have different expectations and 
higher standards between their 
son and their daughter.   
   Females tend to have differ-
ent rules set by their parents 
from their brothers. Some fe-
males can't wear certain things, 
have to learn certain things, 
have to be in the house at an 
early time. While males can 
wear whatever they want, they 
do whatever they want and can 
come in at a later time.  
   “Parents should be equally 
strict to their kids,” says Anna 
Colyer, a teacher at West 
High.  
   Many people look at it as the 
male can protect himself better 
than a female can so males can 
get more freedom. 
    “I dont think it's because he 
is a boy. He can get more free 

dom. Girls are generally taken 
advantage of more so that's 
why,” says Kara Haddix, a 
teacher at West High.   
   Yes males are stronger than 
females but that doesn't mean 
that they should be stopped 
from doing certain things. Fe-
males can protect themselves 

as much as a male can. Even if 
they are not as strong. They 
can outsmart anyone if they put 
their minds to it.  
   Some people believe that we 
parents should be more protec-
tive over their daughter be-
cause of the people in this 
world. There is nasty men that 

take advantage of girls. So yes 
they have to be in the house a 
certain time and yes they 
should wear certain things, but 
so should their sons. Just be-
cause it is more dangerous for 
females doesn't mean it is safe 
for males. They still should be 
treated equally. 
    “People look at the man as 
the protector leader-women 
are looked at as not as 
'strong,’”Colyer states.   
   Usually fathers are more 
protective over their daughters 
and more chill with their sons. 
They want their sons to be “a 
man” and want their daughters 
to be their little princesses for-
ever.  Even single mothers 
look at their sons as “the pro-
tector of the house”. While 
their daughters are supposed 
to be just a little princess 
that's always protected. But 
what would they do when their 
“princess” is older with no 
man.  
   Who's going to protect her 
now? 

 

(Picture courtesy of  https://publicdomainvectors.org/en/free-
clipart/Male-and-female-stick-figure-symbols/81442.html ) 
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By Heaven Jones, ‘24 
 

  Judgment. What is it? How do 
you deal with it? Well the defi-
nition will tell you that it means 
“the ability to make considered 
decisions or come to sensible 
conclusions.” We all have 
judged or been judged, it 
doesn’t matter if the action is 
big or small, we’ve all done it. 
The question is why? 
   An interesting fact on why 
some people judge others can 
be based on how they feel about 
themselves. People tend to 
judge others due to their own 
weaknesses and insecurities. 
We know the flaws in ourselves 
therefore we look for flaws in 
others, it’s human nature. Peo-
ple who often judge others are 
lacking self acceptance and self-
love. If everyone learned to love 
and accept themselves, the 
world would be less judgemen-
tal. 
    Another reason why you may 
judge someone is to make them-
selves feel better. Here’s an ex-

ample, you’re out to eat with 
your family. The kids are being 
well behaved and proper, every-
one’s having a magnificent 

time. A few tables down, you 
can see another family out to eat as 
well. Their kids are crying, 
screaming and having complete 
meltdowns. “Whew, glad I raised 
my kids well.” You think to your-
self while admiring your well-
behaved children.  That’s judg-

ment.                                           
     Judging people can come off 
as rude most of the time, but 
when is it appropriate to judge 

someone?  
   When asked if it is ever ap-
propriate to judge someone, 
Ramatoulaye Samassa, a 9th 
grader attending Western Hills 
High School answered, “I think 
it’s appropriate if  they’re bully-
ing someone or if they’re mess-

ing with you.”  
   Samassa isn’t the only one 
who feels that way.  
   When asked the same ques-
tion, Ashley Jones, a 32 year 
old medical assistant and moth-
er of three responded, “I believe 
it is appropriate to judge some-
one if they are offending or 
judging someone else in a nega-
tive way.”  
   To rephrase their responses, if 
you see someone being a terri-
ble person, it’s completely ap-
propriate to judge their actions. 
    In summary, judgement can 
be pretty complicated. It can be 
due to pride, lack of self-love, 
appreciation, respect, and the 
list goes on. Moral of the story, 
it’s human nature to do so and if 
you ever catch yourself doing it, 
remember that it isn’t necessari-
ly a bad thing however, you 
may need to stop and think 
about the relationship with 
yourself beforehand.  

People tend to 
judge others due to 

their own weak-
nesses and insecu-

rities.  

How is Happiness Defined in our Society Today? 

By Sandra Gonzalez, ‘23 
 
   What makes you happy? Is 
something that we all ask our-
selves at some point. Finding hap-
piness is something important in 
everyone’s lives. Happiness is a 
must in life. 
    But what on earth is happiness? 
Some people are happy when 
they've made money, while others 
are happy when they've found their 
true love. Evidently, 1000 people 
will have 1000 different defini-
tions of happiness.  
    Happiness is defined in the dic-
tionary as a pleasurable or satisfy-
ing experience. A person's ability 
to achieve happiness is of their 
own free will to allow themselves 
to make a moderate amount of 
sense. I think the major determi-
nant lies in a person's attitude. 
    In the last year most people 
don’t care about their happiness, 
they pay more attention to make 
money than care about happiness. 
There are many things that make 
people happy like music, food, tv 
series, idols, and even fictional 
characters. Some people find hap-
piness early, while for some it still 
takes a while to find.   
   Why is it difficult to define, or 
rather discover and achieve happi-
ness? Many people think happi-
ness is right around the corner and 
are still in the process of finding it. 
If you were to ask someone or 
yourself what makes them happy 

they probably wouldn’t be able to 
answer it because they still need 
time to find something that makes 
them happy.   
   The United Nations declared 
March 20 the first International 
Day of Happiness, declaring that 
“the pursuit of happiness is a fun-

damental human goal.” Happiness 
is a universal thing in everyone’s 
life. People become happy in their 
different ways and there are many 
things that make them happy. “We 
know happiness can predict health 
and longevity, and happiness 
scales can be used to measure so-
cial progress and the success of 
public policies. But happiness isn’t 
something that just happens to 
you. Everyone has the power to 
make small changes in our behav-
ior, our surroundings and our rela-

tionships that can help set us on 
course for a happier life” (The 
New York Times).   
   Smiling more often makes peo-
ple happy. Researchers from The 
New York Times said, “ There's 
been some evidence that forcing a 
smile can still bring you a boost in 

your mood and happiness level.”  
   When you are feeling negative 
about yourself, ask yourself what 
advice you would give a friend 
who was down on herself.  
   Lots of people meditate which 
helps to relieve stress and make 
them happy to start the day.  
   “Engaging in a daily meditation 
practice, whether it be for a quick 
five minutes in the morning or a 
lengthier hour in the evening, does 
incredible things for the human 
mind, such as relieving built up 

anxiety, quieting mental chatter, 
improving focus, and increasing 
self-esteem and feelings of confi-
dence” (The New York Times). 
   Believe it or not fictional charac-
ters actually make people happier. 
I myself can say that they are one 
of the reasons why I'm happy. 
“Researchers at Ohio State Univer-
sity examined what happened to 
people who, while reading a fic-
tional story, found themselves 
feeling the emotions, thoughts, be-
liefs and internal responses of one 
of the characters as if they were 
their own -- a phenomenon the re-
searchers call "experience-taking." 
(Ohio State News). 
   Reading a book makes people 
feel happy. “A small 2012 study 
found that even when people simp-
ly read about someone else’s awe-
inspiring experience, they were 
more satisfied, less stressed, and 
more willing to volunteer their 
time to help others compared with 
people who were simply shown 
something that made them feel 
happy.”  

     Happiness is usually considered 
by something that can make you 
feel a certain way at all times, not 
just when you are acting in this 
manner.   

     
  

Happiness is de-
fined in the diction-
ary as a pleasura-

ble or satisfying ex-
perience.  

https://vlab.decisionsciences.columbia.edu/newsletter/Feb1813/filemgr.pdf
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Is Cheating in School Getting Worse? 

By Jordyn Booker, ‘24 

 

    Imagine sitting in a class about 
to take a test and you look to your 
left and your classmate is looking 
at a piece of paper under his desk, 
what would you think?  
    I would think that the student 
might get caught and fail the test 
because it’s pretty obvious that 
you are cheating because you are 
looking down. 
   Should every student have dif-
ferent questions during tests or 
quizzes?  
    “Yes so students won’t have the 
same answer as the other stu-
dents,” says Natalie Clark, a stu-

dent at Western Hills. This is so 
when students do take a quiz or a 
test they can’t look at their friend’s 

papers and copy the answers.  
      Should teachers put cameras 
around the classroom and while 

they sit at their desk they can see 
if any student is cheating?  
 “No, there has to be some level of 
trust, doing so would deem them 
already guilty!”, says my mom 
Gennfier Booker and she used to 
work with kids at Orion Academy. 
      Think if every person cheated 
on homework, tests, etc.  
      There would not be any leg-
ends that we know of today like 
Albert Einstein, Sir Issac Newton, 
etc. 
       They would not have put an 
influence on this world if they 
cheated on their work. 

Great Experiences and Opportunities in Cincinnati 
 
By Jamar Jones, ’24  
 
   Did you know that Steven 
Spielberg was born here in 
Cincinnati? I know you did-
n’t know a billionaire was 
born and raised here.  
   Here's another fun fact: 
did you know that one of 
the underground railroad 
stops was here and that the 
Music Hall is haunted. Cin-
cinnati is full of plenty of fun 
things to do and old history 
artifacts and places you can 
visit and have fun.  
   Cincinnati is a wonderful 
place home of the Reds 
and Cincinnati bengals. 
Cincinnati has many attrac-
tions you can visit when 
you're here like the Free-
dom Center, Taft Art Muse-
um, Newport Aquarium, the 
Cincinnati Zoo oo and 
more.  
   And if that's not enough  

 
you can visit downtown 
where all the different food 
is located. Cincinnati is a 
great place to just come 
and empty your mind, but 
let's talk about opportuni-
ties.  
   We have over great col-
leges to choose from after 
you graduate and they real-
ly help you alot. Our 
schools do their best to 
help kids like graduate on 
time and with their friends.  
   And for the boys in Cin-
cinnati we have a great col-
lege called University of 
Cincinnati, and they have 
basketball and football 
teams named the Bear-
cats.  
   We have teams for boys 
and girls so the guys are 
the only ones playing. 
   So if you have explored 
of your options, take time to 
explore.   

(Chart courtesy of https://www.assignmentexpert.com/blog/cheating-at-college/) 

(Picture courtesy of  https://www.amazon.com/University-Cincinnati-Bearcats-Custom-
Starter/dp/B01MUETREE) 
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Human Trafficking: Victims and Survivors  
De’la Irby, ‘24 
 
   When you hear “human traffick-
ing,” what do you think?        
   Human Trafficking is illegal use of 
vulnerable people to make a profit. It 
is a modern-day slavery a social 
scourge that knows no boundaries. In 
2019 ,Ohio was ranked 14th out of all 
50 states for the number of active 
criminal human trafficking cases 
making there way through the federal 
courts at 12, according to the record 
by the Human Trafficking Institute at 
news5cleveland.com 
  Western Hills paraprofessional 
Teacher Miss. Reliford states, “I 
think gender matters in human traf-
ficking. Although young men can be 
a target, but young women are more 
of a easier target all across the world 
being tricked into human trafficking.” 
24.9 million people are victims of 
forced labor.(ILO,2017) 16 million 
people are trafficked for forced labor 
in the private economy. 
  3.8 million adults are trafficking for 
forced sexual exploitation and 1.0 
million children are trafficked for 
commercial sexual exploitation (ILO, 
2017). 
   Do you think race matter in human 
trafficking?  
   Western Hills 9th grade Science 
teacher Leah Wade states, “yes, I 
think that race matters in human traf-
ficking. I understand that people who 
are in more vulnerable situations can 
be targets because minority races are 
often more vulnerable (poverty, 
homeless, no access to health care), 
they are more likely to be targets of 

human trafficking.”  
   Human traffic can impact society in 
many ways.  
   According to Western Hills 9th 
grade History teacher Mustafaa Yis-
rael, “Human trafficking is the decay 
of the moral fabric of our society. A 
society should be judged by how it 
protects the least in a society. We 
must be strong for those that cannot 
be strong for themselves.” 
   257 survivors of human traffick-
ing were helped by our anti traffick-
ing program in 2019 according to 
the Nationalhumantraffickinghot-
line.com Human Trafficking vic-
tims are forced through sexual 
,physical and/or psychological vio-
lence 
   Victims of human trafficking can 
experience. Many trafficking survi-
vors may end up experiencing post 
traumatic stress , difficulty in rela-
tionships, depression ,memory loss, 
anxiety, fear ,guilt , shame and oth-
er severe forms of mental trauma.  
   According to 
blog.theexodusroad.com, California 
consistently has the highest human 
trafficking rates in united states, 
with 1,507 cases reported in 2019.  
 The National Human Trafficking 
Hotline maintains that one of the 
most extensive data sets on the is-
sue of human trafficking in the 
United States. 
  Other things we could do to pre-
vent human trafficking fundraising, 
hold events to raise awareness, and 
stay informed. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

By Skilar Southard, ‘24 
 
  According to ACUL the U.S. De-
partment of State estimates that 
14,500 to 17,500 people are traf-
ficked into the United States each 
year. Trafficked victims are often 
beaten and brutalized, raped and 
sexually abused. 
   There are 
many thing’s 
that come to 
mind when  
you think of 
Sex traffick-
ing. 
   Like Kevin 
Bostater the 
9th and 10th 
grade counse-
lor states,  
“Last reports 
and brokenness.” 
   There are other things that 
come to mind as well.   
   Kathryn Nicholes 9th grade stu-
dent at Western Hills High School 
states “kidnaping, human trading, 
and sex slaves.” 
   What do you think we can do to 
stop sex trafficking? 
   As Nicholes states she thinks 
we should “make sure to have 
something to protect yourself and 

others at all times like pepper 
spray and Tasers.” 
   Protecting yourself can be done 
in other ways as well.   
   Mr.Kevin thinks, “we should ed-
ucate people and financially sup-
port [them].” 
   There are many causes of sex 
trafficking.  

   “Greed and 
last resort for 
families trying 
to survive,” 
says Mr. Kev-
in in regards 
to the caus-
es.   
   Do you only 
think sex 
traffiing is for 
gullible peo-

ple?  No.   
   Nicholes states, “vulnerable 
people being taken and sold on 
the black market” is yet another 
cause.   
   Sex trafficking targets all gen-
ders and all ages, but targets 
women more, agrees Mr. Kevin 
and Nicholes.   
   In general sex trafficking af-
fects the world and will never go 
away. 

Seeking Solutions for Sex Trafficking 

“Sex trafficking tar-
gets all genders and 
all ages, but targets 

women more,” agrees 
Mr. Kevin and 

Nicholes.  
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By Maryssa Morales, ‘22 
 
There are a lot of people here in 
America, and they are from different 
parts of the world, like Asia, Guate-
mala, Alaska, Spain ect. America is 
just like a pot of soup. It has different 
things, just carrots, potatoes, pasta and 
other things. The U.S is just like a 
melting pot with different people from 
different places and parts of the world 
with different religions. 
   Their beliefs and food and other 
stuff that are cool that we can all learn 
but not many people think that about 
them. Some people come here undoc-
umented.  
   There are many people that don’t 
want undocumented people here in 
the U.S and personally I think that we 
have seen more racism throughout the 
year. Like the Black lives movement 
this year that happened. A lot of peo-
ple came to help them stop the hate. I 
think that was a big movement that 
we had.  
    There many questions that I had, 
and that's how do the people feel 
about Undocumented are coming here 
in the U.S and I had the pleasure to 
talk to a good friend from back home 
in New York. 

    Jaden Alfano St John (Age 20) is a 
Junior in College he attends the Long 
Island University. We spoke and I had 
many questions and he was able to 
answer them all. I asked how does he 
feel about Undocumented people 
coming out here in the U.S and to 
have a better life.  
   St John that “We ask Americans we 
should help them and encourage them 
to get a better life, and to help them 
when needed and mostly families with 
kids and help them in general.” 
   After speaking with him for several 
hours and talking about this hard top-
ic, I asked him other questions such as 
do you think we should have clubs for 
kids, adults, and families in general 
and help them go to school.  
   St John said, “Yes, we should have 
more clubs for them and help them 
with their English if needed and make 
them have and good career in the fu-
ture, and also we should help their 
parent for instance we should have a 
school for there parent if they did go 
to school or didn’t finish school and 
there parent also having a good job 
and helping their kids out.” 
   There are alot of good people out 
here that I’ve met that are from many 
different places. I have a friend that is 

from Mexico, and she showed me her 
culture, and I showed her mine. We 
had some similarities, some food from 
Mexico and similarities from Guate-
mala and it's cool that we have some 
things in common from where we are 
from.  
   The last person that I was able to inter-
view was my best friend Jennifer Pardes.  
She is in Westhampton Beach High 
school and she is a Junior in high school 
and she is 17 years old. We were able to 
talk about many things about everything 
that going on in the world from Covid, 
and how we are so far away from each 
other, and about how there is a lot of un-
documented people from many parts of 
the world are coming here to the U.S. 
    We spoke all night about difficult sub-
jects and she had lots to say and how we 
can help them have a better life out here, 
and how to make them feel welcome here. 
I asked her “do you think that our Presi-
dent Joe Biden is doing a good thing help-
ing Undocumented people here in the 
United States.”   

   Pardes answered with “Yes, I think 
it's a good thing that he is letting them 
come here because that means they 
are going to get a better education and 
a better life out here and help their 
families back from where they are 
from.” 
   Then I proceed to ask her another 

question. I asked her if it’s a bad thing 
that they are getting put in jail and 
they didn’t do anything.  
   Pardes responded, “They shouldn’t 
get put into jail because they didn’t do 
anything wrong. They are just trying 
to come out here for a better life and 
for their family.”   
   I have the privilege to leave the country 
and travel around the world. I am able to 
see my family but not everybody is able 
to do that and travel and see their family 
and they are just able to see them from 
FaceTime or through a phone call.  
    These two people that I was able to 
interview had many things to say and talk 
about but they had many things in com-
mon like they both want to help the peo-
ple that are coming out here and spread 
their cool and unique culture.  

    I know people have different opin-
ions about Undocumented people 
coming out to the United States but 
we should understand that they are 
humans just like us. And where they 
come from and where they come from 
don’t make them a bad person. We 
should embrace and learn different 
cultures and learn different languages. 
We as American we should help them 
get a better life and help them get a 
better future for them and their fami-
lies.  

By Maryssa Morales, ‘22 
 
  What is bullying? Why do people 
bully other kids and adults? I ask 
this question  every time, and I still 
don’t know the answer. There are 
many people that suffer because 
of the people that bully. 
   There are all types of bullying 
such as name calling, physical 
touch, and other bad things. How 
do you think you as the person 
reading this? How can we help? 
How can we as good people help 
the bullying stop. We can do many 
things. 
   We can have more assemblies 
and we can even have fundraisers 
to help those who were really af-
fected when bullied but we as a 
community can help those and 
have counseling in all schools and 
even outside of school for people 
in general.  
   I was able to talk to some good 
friends of mine and talk about this 
sad subject that affects a lot of 
people and even families because 
some kids say anything to help 
themselves or they are just afraid 
to say.  
   I was able to talk to one of my 
best guy friends and to talk about 
the topic of bullying. He had a lot 
to say about this topic. He had a 
lot to say because he was bullied 

when he was just in middle school 
back in New York. 
   Colbie Mason (Age 17 Goes to 
Westhampton Beach High School 
in New York)- “Colbie, why do you 
think bullies bully other kids for no 
reason?”  That was the first ques-

tion that I asked him and he told 
me this. “The bullies bully other 
kids just to get their anger out on 
them for no reason, and that 
should not happen.”  
    The next question that I asked 
was “Should we ask students to 
create more assemblies for 
schools and the public?” Colbie- 
“Yes, we should because this goes 
on now as we speak and now with 
the pandemic a lot of kids bully 

online. This has to stop and help 
those who need it the most.” 
   Me-”Do you think bullies are bul-
lies on how their parents raised 
them?” This is what Colbie had to 
say. Colbie- “Maybe, some par-
ents may have miss treated their 

kids but who knows. But I think it's 
how the kid is and how he/she was 
treated in his/her past life.:” 
   My good friends Colbie told me 
many things and how the bullying 
should stop and how it can affect 
families and friends. 
   Other person that I was able to 
interview was my best friend Jen-
nifer Paredes.(Age 17 Westhamp-
ton Beach High in New York) She 
also had a lot to say about bullying 

and why it’s so bad for us humans. 
   I asked her question and it was, 
“Do you think bullies should be 
expelled from school?” Jennifer 
said- “Yes, I think that they should 
be expelled from school because 
first of all the person should not be 
bullying other kids and lastly I 
don’t think it’s right that they are 
doing that because it’s not right for 
their kids or the person that is be-
ing bullied.” 
   Me-”How can we help those who 
have been bullied and traumatized 
with this situation?” Jennifer 
Pardes said- “ we can help them in 
many ways, take them with an 
adult to talk to, we can talk to 
them, or we can take them with a 
psychologist so they can get pro-
fessional help.” 
   My best friend and I (Jennifer 
Paredes) talked about the sad 
subject and how many people 
have gone though and how many 
people we know that are close to 
us have been bullied and how we 
have helped them.  
  I think we as humans need to 
stop bullying and we need to 
change with this because we all 
are humans and we need to help 
each other not tore each other up. 
At the end of the day we all are 
humans. We should make a 
change and stop bullying.   

Exposing bullying 

Undocumented Workers: a Positive role in society 

“At the end of the day 
we all are humans. 
We should make a 

change and stop bul-
lying.”   


